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Painted in 1872, Bords de l’Oise, environs de Pontoise is both a wonderful example of early
Impressionism and a testament to Pissarro’s desire to paint a true portrait of contemporary France.

Having originally visited the area of Pontoise in the 1860s, Camille returned there in 1872 and made it
his home over the following decade. It was here that Pissarro received his artist friends, including Paul
Cézanne and Paul Gauguin, whom he taught to paint in the Impressionist style. When the artist arrived,
the town was flourishing; from the rural tranquillity of the surrounding countryside to the bustling activity of
the busy riverside, the town presented Pissarro with a wealth of possible subjects. Throughout his stay,
the artist executed around 300 paintings, as well as numerous gouaches, pastels, drawings and prints.

In the present work, Pissarro captures a view of the Oise River that reveals the effects of modernity on
the landscape. The two barges, one moored in the foreground and the other mid-river, are placed
against a backdrop in which the distinctive silhouette of a factory chimney dominates the horizon.
Pissarro was evidently intrigued by the idea of showing industrial features within a more rural setting,



returning to paint similar scenes the following year.

Pissarro was fascinated by the symbols of the developing urban landscape, whether in the form of the
new Parisian boulevards or the factory chimneys and smoke present in Bords de l’Oise. While his
interest in depicting the changing face of France is at the heart of this work, the painting also celebrates
the nuances of atmosphere, weather, and light, which he could promptly capture by painting en plein air.
Pissarro skilfully juxtaposes the solidity of the boats against a broad sweep of sky that is reflected in the
river beneath. Painted with small, deft brushstrokes, Bords de l’Oise, environs de Pontoise masterfully
renders a sense of transience within this riverside scene.

This original painting by Camille Pissarro is available for sale.
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