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Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1923, Wesselmann was a defining figure of Pop art in the twentieth century.
Departing from Abstract Expressionism, which had dominated American art in the 1950s, Wesselmann
sought to redefine figurative art. His work centred around reimaging the nude, fusing advertising tropes



and everyday objects with his signature saturated palette.

The present work belongs to Wesselmann’s celebrated Bedroom Paintings (1968-83), a series
considered central to his oeuvre. In these works, he isolates fragments of the body and places them
beside familiar bedroom objects such as flowers and a light switch, to heighten focus and suggest a
moment observed at close range.

Study for Bedroom Painting #31, is a prime example from the series, combining bold colour and an
assemblage sensibility. The paint handling remains notably delicate, with the scale of the work adding
to the overall feeling of intimacy.

This painting is a study for Bedroom Painting #31, completed in 1973 and now in the Musée de
Grenoble, France. Closely related in composition, the study offers collectors a standalone version of a
work held in a museum collection.

This work is registered under number 72-9 in the archive of the Tom Wesselmann Estate, New York.

This original painting by Tom Wesselmann is available for sale.
 

https://www.museedegrenoble.fr/oeuvre/1924/1922-bedroom-painting-n-31.htm
https://www.pissarro.art/artistdetails/231879/tom-wesselmann

